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WHY JAPAN WON'T EXPORT ARMS 

ANNCR : 

JAPAN'S SELF-DEFENSE FORCES ARE BEING EQUIPPED ‘ITH 
SOME OF THE MOST ADVANCED WEAPONRY IN THE WORLD...WEAPONS 
PRODUCED IN JAPAN BUT WHICH, AS VOA'S JOHN SCHULZ SAYS IN 
THIS BACKGROUND REPORT, ARE UNLIKELY TO BE SOLD ABROAD. 
VOICE: 

SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, THE JAPANESE SELF DEFENSE FORCE 
AGENCY ANNOUNCED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORLD'S FIRST 
TWO - STAGE IGNITION ANTI-TANK MISSILE WHICH CAN BE FIRED 
WITHOUT GIVING AWAY ITS POSITION. THE NEW GUN ELIMINATES 
THE PROBLEMS OF TELL-~TALE SMOKE OR CLOUDS OF DUST THAT ARE 
INEVITIBLE WHEN MOST OF THE BAZOOKA-LIKE WEAPONS RECOIL. 
THE NEW ROCKET-FIRING WEAPON, WITH A RANGE OF THREE 
HUNDRED METERS, SHOOTS ITS MISSLE FORWARD WITH A SPRING 
AND THE ROCKETS PROPELLENT IS THEN IGNITED UP TO ONE 
SECOND LATER, BUT, DESPITE THE INTEREST SUCH AN ADVANCED 
WEAPON MIGHT STIR IN OTHER COUNTRIES ARMED FORCES, THERE 
IS LITTLE OR NO CHANCE THAT IT WILL EVER BE EXPORTED. 

IN AN EFFORT TO PRESERVE JAPAN'S PEACEFUL IMAGE AND 
Ii) KEEPING WITH ITS SPIRIT OF ITS CONSTITUTION, THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY HAS PUT 
THE BROADEST POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION ON ITS OWN GUIDELINES 
SO THAT JAPANESE ARMS MANUFACTURERS NOW SELL MILITARY 


WEAPONRY ONLY TO THE JAPANESE SELF DEFENSE FORCES. WHILE 
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THAT MAY HAVE BEEN A SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENT IN THE PAST, 
JAPAN'S TWO YEAR OLD RECESSION HAS CUT SHARPLY INTO 
GOVERNMENT TAX REVENUES AND IN TURN HAS SHARPLY LIMITED 
THE PURCHASING OF NEW EQUIPMENT BY THE DEFENSE AGENCY. 
FACED WITH THE DOUBLE EDGE SWORD OF NATIONAL RECESSION 
AND DECREASED ORDERS FROM THEIR ONE CUSTOMER, WEAPONS 
MANUFACTURERS HERE HAVE BEEN QUIETLY LOBBYING FOR A 
RELAXATION OF THE EXPORT BAN. 

WHILE MOST JAPANESE WOULD AGREE THAT RIFLES, TANKS, FIGHTER 
AIRPLANES AND OTHER MILITARY HARDWARE USED DIRECTLY 
FOR DESTRUCTIVE PURPOSES SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE PROHIBITED FOR 
EXPORT, A VAST NUMBER OF ITEMS SUCH AS CARGO PLANES, SHIPS AND 
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT WERE CITED AS EXAMPLES OF PRODUCTS 
FOR WHICH A MORE RELAXED INTERPRETATION MIGHT APPLY. 
IN RESPONSE TO THIS PRESSURE, OFFICIALS AT THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY SAID THESE ITEMS CAN BE 
EXPORTED BUT ONLY IF THE MINISTRY APPROVES THEIR SALE ON 
A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS UNDER THE EXPORT CONTROL ORDINANCE. 

EARtY IN JANUARY THE MINISTRY DECIDED TO PERMIT OVERSEAS 
SALE OF A SEAPLANE, IF THERE ARE ANY INTERESTED BUYERS. 
MINISTRY OFFICIALS DECIDED THAT IT COULD N O T BE TERMED 
A WEAPON SINCE ITS PRIMARY PURPOSE IS FOR SEA RESCUE 
OPERATIONS, FIRE FIGHTING AND WEATHER OBSERVATION. BUT 
REACTION BY OPPOSITION PARTIES IN THE JAPANESE DIET WAS 
SWIFT AND STRONG WHEN IT WAS INTIMATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 


MIGHT BE RELAXING ITS POLICY ON THE EXPORT OR ARMS, 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE QUICK TO DEFEND THEIR 
DECISION ON THE SEA PLANE BUT EMPHASIZED THERE HAS NOT 
BEEN AND WILL N O T BE A CHANGE IN POLICY. AND SO WHILE 
SPORTSMEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD MAY PURCHASE JAPANESE MADE 
AIR RIFLES OR SHOTGUNS FOR HUNTING BIRDS, IT IS CLEAR 
THAT MILITARY UNITS WILL HAVE TO DO WITHOUT THE BENEFITS 
OF THE NEWLY-DEVELOPED ANTI-TANK WEAPON. 
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